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 God is restoring the ministries of apostle and prophet 
within the local church. Not only must leaders shift, but entire 
congregations must also shift. Apostolic times are seasons of 
transition. You must be able to obey God without losing what 
you have spent years building. We have received Holy Ghost 
inspired words to understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 
2:13). The shift from a pastoral to an apostolic role is a signifi-
cant jump. It is now time to take the leap and move into an-
other level of anointing and power.  

In the book of Acts, churches were planted by apos-
tles and apostolic teams, not pastors. God has appointed these 
in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers... 
(1 Corinthians 12:28) Apostles, prophets, and teachers are the 
governmental gifts of the church. Pastors are not in the gov-
erning presbytery of the church. When Jesus saw the multi-
tudes as sheep without a shepherd, He sent out 12 apostles, not 
12 pastors (Matthew 9:36; 10:42). Apostles have the ability to 
shepherd multitudes. They have more of a rancher style of 
leadership, not fearful and intimidated by other anointings. 
The pastoral anointing is also needed, but it cannot be domi-
nant. The apostolic anointing must become the dominant 
anointing. The apostle has a grace to release other gifts. The 
pastor thinks in terms of safety and protection. The apostle 
thinks in terms of expansion and progression. The apostolic 
mentality is anointed by God to think largely and to incorpo-
rate all the gifts of God. The pastoral mind is not. The com-
mission Jesus gave the church is apostolic. This is why the ap-
ostolic anointing should be the dominant anointing of the 
Church.  

Apostles and prophets have a unique anointing to re-
veal to the Church the mysteries and unto you that hear shall 
more be given. (Mark 4:24) God granted us more understand-
ing as we continued to teach. Teaching is important as people 
will not be able to make the shift unless they shift their minds. 
The vision to plant churches and send out teams is birthed in 
the heart of the people by seeing this pattern in the word of 
God. Reformation always requires new teaching and restruc-
turing of thought patterns.  

Teaching helps release the apostolic. Whatever we do 
must be based upon the Word. Teaching helps us to make the 
necessary adjustments and corrections needed to build accu-
rately. The people must also see the benefits of change. They 
must see the greater blessings and power that will flow 
through their church as a result of change. Reformation always 
causes the blessings of God to be released in a greater way. 
Teaching helps them develop a taste for the new wine. Once 
people hear about the restoration of apostles and the function 
of apostolic ministry, they will begin to develop a taste and 
appetite for it. The diet of the church must change. They must 
receive present truth and an understanding of current moves. 
Leaders should recommend books for their leadership and 
members to read. 

An apostolic team is a group of 5-fold ministers (led 
by an apostle) that can come into a region or a church and 
build apostolically. Apostles need to operate in strong pro-
phetic and teaching ministries. Prophetic utterances activate 
and release the plans and purposes of God. The prophetic 

word is creative. Prophecy not only informs us of what God is 
doing but triggers the move it releases. 

Prophets carry great authority. Their utterances break 
through the demonic opposition that hinders the plans and pur-
poses of God. These 2 ministries complement and stir one an-
other. Prophecy thrusts you into the purposes of God. It en-
courages you to move into the will of God. It releases faith to 
operate beyond what you are accustomed to. Prophecy is a 
building gift and an integral part of building the Church. When 
we build people, we build the Church. Prophecy will 
strengthen believers, giving them the necessary strength to 
move into apostolic ministry. It strengthens and builds the 
spirits of the people. 

Although Moses, Samuel, and David are Old Testa-
ment types of the apostle, they are identified as prophets. 
Apostles are wise master builders (1 Corinthians 3:10)--spir-
itual architects. They build by revelation, not tradition. Apos-
tolic churches are new wineskins. The apostolic anointing is 
the only anointing capable of overseeing and releasing all be-
lievers into the fullness of what the Holy Spirit is releasing. 
Apostles are pioneers and risk takers. They are not afraid to 
receive and release new things. There is no limit to the num-
bers of ministries released when the leaders embrace and walk 
in an apostolic call.  

When people do not know their identity, they will of-
ten miss their purpose. The devil blinds the minds of many to 
keep them from their true identity. When you know your iden-
tity, you can be yourself!  

The apostles gave themselves continually to prayer. 
This is also true concerning apostolic churches. They must be 
free to give themselves to prayer and the ministry of the Word.  
We prayed the prophecies that were spoken in our local 
church.  

If demons are not exposed and cast out, they will hin-
der the purposes of God from being fulfilled. This is the first 
sign that should follow a believer. These signs will follow 
those who believe: In my name they will cast out demons… 
(Mark 16:17). Many want to substitute teaching for deliver-
ance. When believers deal with demons on a continual basis, 
they will mature in warfare.  

Apostolic leaders ordain and release. It is also im-
portant to develop a team of governmental leaders who con-
tinue to give direction and oversight to the work. The teachers 
are released to train new members and believers as well as to 
provide a strong Word foundation for members of the church. 
Apostolic ministry is team ministry. Presbyteries will consist 
of apostles, prophets, and teachers which are the governing 
gifts of the Church. 
 The presbytery is the team that oversees and gives di-
rection to the local church. This concept of ministry needs to 
be taught to the Church. Churches that develop presbyteries 
and apostolic teams will take on the burden for entire nations 
and regions. They become models that can be reproduced and 
multiplied in other places. Apostles will challenge and demand 
performance from the saints, that the people rise to a new level 
of maturity. We had to train hundreds of people to be able to 
minister the Word of the Lord to those who came for ministry. 



2 
 

People respond to the supernatural. As the Church’s vision ex-
pands the necessity to raise up teams will become obvious. 
The apostles recognized the need for “helps” when they in-
structed the congregation to choose 7 men to assist in minis-
tering to the widows. The deacon’s ministry is a helps minis-
try.  

Governments is the gift of administrations. There are 
people anointed in the area of administrations who have the 
gift to help organize and facilitate such a large vision. Apos-
tles need organization but can’t be hindered or controlled by it. 
A vision without administration is like a body without a skele-
ton.  

Evangelists are not intended to be stuck in the gov-
ernment of the Church. They need to be free to minister to the 
lost, as the pastors are free to minister to the sheep. The apos-
tles can teach, train, and impart to the new believers after the 
evangelist leaves. The apostle’s vision should be large enough 
to incorporate and release evangelists into the vision of the 
church. Their ministries will be more fruitful if they are recog-
nized and released by apostles. They will help release an evan-
gelistic spirit into the church. The Great Commission is an ap-
ostolic commission.  

The church should be prophetic in worship. Apostolic 
churches will be known for the presence of God. Apostolic 
churches will also be known by their liberty. 

 
[Apostles, prophets, and teachers are the governmental gifts of 
the church. The apostle has a grace to release the other gifts 
and is anointed by God to think largely and incorporate all the 
gifts of God. The commission Jesus gave the church is apos-
tolic. Teaching helps release the apostolic and helps develop a 
taste for the new wine. Apostles are spiritual architects. When 
believers deal with demons on a continual basis, they will ma-
ture in warfare. People respond to the supernatural.] 
 
 
  


